ORDINANCE NO. 2025-2

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE OF
UTILITIES WITHIN THE ROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY IN RICHLAND TOWNSHIP,
RICHLAND COUNTY, WISCONSIN

WHEREAS, the Town Board of Richland Township, Richland County, Wisconsin, has the
authority under Chapter 82 of the Wisconsin Statutes to manage and regulate activities within the
right-of-way of town roads; and

WHEREAS, the installation and maintenance of utilities within the road right-of-way must be
regulated to ensure public safety, protect infrastructure, and maintain the integrity of town roads;
and

WHEREAS, a minimum depth requirement for utilities is necessary to protect the road surface
and ensure safe maintenance and operation of town roads; and

WHEREAS, coordination with utility companies, landowners, and the Town Board is necessary
to prevent unauthorized alterations to the right-of-way and to ensure compliance with state and
local regulations;

NOW, THEREFORE, the Town Board of Richland Township does ordain as follows:

SECTION 1: PURPOSE The purpose of this ordinance is to establish regulations for the
installation, maintenance, and removal of utilities within the road right-of-way of town roads in
Richland Township to ensure public safety, protect town infrastructure, and comply with
Wisconsin Statutes, including Chapters 82 and 86.

SECTION 2: DEFINITIONS For the purposes of this ordinance: a. "Right-of-Way" shall mean
the total width of 66 feet (33 feet on either side of the center of the roadway) as specified in
Chapter 82 of the Wisconsin Statutes, or as otherwise defined by recorded deeds or easements
for specific town roads. b. "Utility" shall include, but not be limited to, electric, gas, water,
sewer, telecommunications, cable television, or other similar services, including poles, lines,
cables, pipes, or other infrastructure. c. "Town Board" shall mean the governing body of
Richland Township, Richland County, Wisconsin. d. "Highway Authority" shall mean the
Richland Township Board for town roads, the Richland County Highway Commissioner for
county roads, or the Wisconsin Department of Transportation for state roads.

SECTION 3: PERMIT REQUIRED a. No person, utility company, or entity shall install, place,
maintain, or remove any utility infrastructure within the right-of-way of a town road without first
obtaining a Utility Work Permit from the Richland Township Board. b. It shall be unlawful to
alter, obstruct, or encroach upon the right-of-way without prior approval from the Town Board,
as per Wisconsin Statutes 86.022 and 86.03.



SECTION 4: APPLICATION PROCESS a. Applications for a Utility Work Permit shall be
submitted to the Richland Township Clerk at least 30 days prior to the proposed start of work. b.
The application shall include:

1. A detailed plan or drawing showing the location, depth, and type of utility infrastructure
to be installed or maintained, including confirmation that utilities will be installed at a
minimum depth of 36 inches from the top of the road surface.

2. Proof of coordination with Diggers Hotline (1-800-242-8511) to identify existing

utilities.

A proposed timeline for the work, including restoration of the right-of-way.

Proof of insurance and bonding as required by the Town Board.

5. Payment of the permit fee, as established by resolution of the Town Board. c. The Town
Board shall review the application at its next regular meeting or a special meeting called
for this purpose and shall approve, deny, or request modifications to the application
within 45 days of receipt.
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SECTION 5: STANDARDS AND CONDITIONS a. All utility installations shall comply with
applicable state and federal regulations, including Wisconsin Administrative Codes and
standards set by the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin. b. Utilities shall be installed at a
minimum depth of 36 inches from the top of the road surface, as measured from the finished road
surface at the time of installation, unless otherwise approved by the Town Board for exceptional
circumstances. ¢. The permittee shall restore the right-of-way to its original condition, including
grading, seeding, and repairing any damage to the road surface or ditches, within 30 days of
completing the work, unless otherwise specified. d. The permittee shall maintain clear access to
the right-of-way for emergency vehicles and town maintenance activities at all times. e. The
Town Board may impose additional conditions, such as traffic control measures or specific
construction methods, to protect public safety and infrastructure. f. Utility poles, lines, or other
above-ground infrastructure shall not be placed in vision corners or other areas that pose a safety
hazard, as determined by the Town Board.

SECTION 6: FEES a. The permit fee for a Utility Work Permit shall be set by resolution of the
Town Board and may be adjusted periodically. b. Additional fees may be assessed for
inspections, engineering reviews, or restoration work performed by the town if the permittee fails
to comply with restoration requirements.

SECTION 7: ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES a. Any person or entity found to have
installed, maintained, or removed utilities within the right-of-way without a permit or in
violation of the 36-inch depth requirement shall be subject to a fine of not less than $500 per
violation, with each day of non-compliance constituting a separate violation. b. The Town Board
may order the removal of unauthorized utilities or encroachments at the expense of the
responsible party, as per Wisconsin Statute 86.022. c. The Richland Township Police or other
authorized personnel may enforce this ordinance and order the cessation of any unauthorized
work within the right-of-way.

SECTION 8: MAINTENANCE AND RELOCATION a. Utility companies shall maintain their
infrastructure in good condition and promptly repair any damage to the right-of-way caused by



their facilities. b. The Town Board may require the relocation or removal of utilities at the utility
company’s expense if necessary for road improvements, public safety, or other public purposes,
with reasonable notice provided.

SECTION 9: SEVERABILITY If any provision of this ordinance is found to be invalid or
unenforceable, the remaining provisions shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION 10: EFFECTIVE DATE This ordinance shall take effect upon passage and
publication as required by law.

Adopted by the Town Board of Richland Township, Richland County, Wisconsin, this _ day
of ,2025.

Town Board Chairperson

Town Clerk

Published: , 2025



